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ELIJAH McHenry | Dairy 49eR 
Elizabeth Ramos, a senior nutrition major, says her recovery from the car accident will take about a year. 


Ramos: | had an angel there 


Elizabeth Ramos was hit by a car near CSULB in February. 


By RyAH CooLrey 
City Editor 


lizabeth Ramos was running 
her usual route down Bellflower 
Boulevard in February. 
Making a loop back to Cal 
State Long Beach, she stopped at 
Beach Drive to press the button 
for the crosswalk. 
She kneeled down to tie her shoe, and that’s 
the last thing she remembered until March 11, 
when she started talking again. 


Finding a voice again 

Ramos, a senior nutrition major at CSULB, 
was hit by a car during her jog on Feb. 4, 
according to Long Beach Police Department 
Public Information Officer Nancy Pratt. 

LBPD Public Information Officer Marlene 
Arrona said Ramos was crossing a marked 
crosswalk when Ali Vahdatiasl, a 78-year-old 
driver in a 2003 Honda Civic, ran a red light. 

“Thankfully I don’t remember anything,” 
Ramos said. “I had an angel there.” 

Ramos was not identified until the following 
day because she carried no identification with 
her at the time of the accident, according to her 
father, Vincent Ramos. Elizabeth Ramos usu- 
ally wears a bracelet with her information on it 
when she jogs. 


She was initially admitted to St. Mary Medi- 
cal Center in Long Beach with a broken leg and 
arm as well as heavy bruises. Doctors sedated 
her and placed her on oxygen support, accord- 
ing to Vincent Ramos. She was later moved to 
Kindred Hospital in Westminster, though, and 
now she is at Long Beach Memorial Hospital 
for rehabilitation. 

On March 11, Elizabeth Ramos’s friend 
Meredith Robe visited her at Kindred Hospital. 
Elizabeth Ramos opened her eyes, looked at 
Robe and started mumbling and waving her 
arms. 

“Oh God, we were crying,” Vincent Ramos 
said. “We couldn’t believe it. It’s a miracle to 


See Ramos, Page 2 


Filmmaker turns homophobic insult into 
national message, graffiti into the ‘Fagbug’ 


Frin Davies’s documentary on her car will be 
screened in the USU on Thursday. 


By Gemma MATIN 
Staff Writer 


Because of its bright rainbow stick- 
er, documentarian Erin Davies’s Volk- 


swagen Beetle was vandalized with 
the words “u r gay” and “fag” in 2007 
on the 11th annual National Day of Si- 
lence in Albany, N.Y. , 
Instead of washing away the words, 
though, Davies decided to leave the 
graffiti on her car and later expressed 
her * message against homophobia 


through film. 

Davies’s film will be presented Thurs- 
day in the Beach Auditorium of the 
University Student Union. One reason 
why Davies embraced the embarrass- 
ment and left the graffiti on her car was 
so people not impacted by homophobia 
could have a personal experience with it. 


See Faasue, Page 3 
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Student 
assaulted 
by former 
friend 


By ANDREA SCHUKLER 
Staff Writer 


A Cal State Long Beach student 
plans to press charges against a former 
friend who choked him in Peterson Hall 
2 at 11:50 a.m. on Tuesday, according 
to University Police Sgt. Christopher 
Schivley. The victim pursued the sus- 
pect in the hallway, hoping to reconcile 
their relationship and was then choked 
and threatened by the suspect, Schivley 
said. The suspect shouted, “If I see you 
in Saudi, I will kill you and put you un- 
der the ground,” Schivley said. The in- 
vestigation is still pending, but officers 
plan to issue a warrant for the suspect 
within a few days, Schivley said. 


Baby ducks rescued by students 

A group of baby ducks almost died 
before a group of students rescued the 
ducks from. the channel by Brotman 
Hall, Schivley said. The students were 
able to capture all of the ducks and then 
place them in a box until Animal Con- 
trol arrived at the campus police sta- 
tion, Schivley said. 


Stolen car found in South Los Angeles 

The California Highway Patrol 
found a stolen Honda Civic with no vis- 
ible damage in South Los Angeles at 2 
p.m. on Monday, according to Schivley. 
The car was stolen earlier that morning 
from Parking Structure 1 and belonged 
to a male student who was in class dur- 
ing the time of the theft, Schivley said. 


Music performance on campus 
disturbs professor 

A professor contacted University 
Police on Tuesday, complaining that 
the musical performance on the grass 
area near the Psychology building was 
bothering him, according to Schivley. 
The performers had permission to 
be on campus from Student Life and 
Development and continued playing, 
Schivley said. No violation was issued. 


$2,500 GT Pro Rival stolen 

A black and white GT Pro Rival 
bike was stolen from the bike rack near 
the Kinesiology building Wednesday 
morning, according to Schivley. The 
bike was secured by a cable lock that 
was cut, Schivley said. 
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Erin Davies's “Fagbug” will make its way to CSULB on Thursday. 
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MCT 
The proposed legislation would increase Yosemite’s acreage. 


Bill would expand Yosemite 
for first time in 75 years 


WASHINGTON — _ Yosemite 
National Park would grow by about 
1,600 acres, its first expansion in 75 
years, to shield its western boundary 
from potential development under 
legislation introduced in Congress on 
Tuesday. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D- 
Calif., who introduced the measure, 
said it would incorporate lands first 
proposed for inclusion in the park by 
conservationist John Muir. 

“Yosemite is truly a national trea- 
sure,” she said. “But Yosemite’s pop- 
ularity is also its greatest challenge. 
New development in Yosemite West 
would increase the threat of fire, hab- 
itat fragmentation and degradation of 
creeks that flow into the park.” 

Some 900 acres of the proposed 
addition have been purchased for 
preservation by the Pacific Forest 
Trust, and the owners of the remain- 
ing land have expressed a willingness 


to sell it to the National Park Service, 
Laurie A. Wayburn, the trust’s presi- 
dent and chief executive, said. 

The proposed addition is on the 
park’s western boundary, near the junc- 
tion that takes visitors to Glacier Point. 
Proponents say the legislation would be 
a fitting tribute to the park in advance 
of next year’s 150th anniversary. 

The legislation, co-sponsored by 
Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., calls 
for the property to be acquired only 
through donation or purchase from 
willing sellers. 

The proposal could run into trou- 
ble in the Republican-controlled 
House, which has resisted spending 
funds to expand parks at a time when 
Washington is awash in red ink and 
there is a backlog of unfunded park 
maintenance projects. 

— By Richard Simon, Los Angeles 
Times 
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hear someone speak who hasn’t for six 
weeks. We didn’t know if she would 
speak again.” 

According to Elizabeth Ramos, her 
doctors said that full recovery will take 
a year. 

“Sometimes I forgot that I was in 
an accident because I don’t remember 
anything,” Elizabeth Ramos said. “I’m 
ready to move on.” 


Changed plans 

Before the accident, Elizabeth 
Ramos said her life consisted of going 
to class, working out at the Student 
Recreation and Wellness Center or 
running every day and volunteering at 
the Life Fit Center, a gym for those 50 
and older on campus. 

She had only three classes to 
complete this semester and was due to 
graduate next month. 

“T don’t really know anyone in my 
major that’s younger than me,” she said. 
“All my friends are graduating in May.” 

Now, graduation and Elizabeth 
Ramos’s plans of moving to Minnesota 
to be with her boyfriend of six years, 
Jacob Young, will be on hold for a year 
while she recovers. 

Elizabeth Ramos hopes to re-enroll 
at CSULB in spring 2014 and finish 
her last three classes. After graduation, 
she plans to attend the University of 
Minnesota for medical school and spe- 
cialize in rehabilitation or geriatrics. 

On a typical day, Elizabeth Ramos 
said she is woken up by a nurse, eats 
breakfast, walks a little in a walker 
during physical therapy, takes two 


NEWS 


naps and relearns tasks like brushing 
her teeth or making pancakes during 
occupational therapy. 

Still, Elizabeth Ramos knows that her 
situation could have been much worse. 

“Everyone [in rehabilitation] is in 
the same boat,” she said. “It makes me 
appreciative that I didn’t get hurt that 
bad compared to other people with 
spinal injuries.” 

Her parents, Vincent and Lydia 
Ramos, took time off from their jobs in 
Calimesa, Calif., in order to be closer 
to their daughter while she recovers. 


“You can't take life for 


granted; it could be really 
short. Just really 


appreciate what you have 


each day.” 
- Elizabeth Ramos, 
student 
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They are staying at her apartment in 
Belmont Shore. 

Elizabeth Ramos said that the sup- 
port of her family, friends and her faith 
have gotten her through everything. 

“We're Catholic,” Elizabeth Ramos 
said. “I don’t think just medicine could 
do this. They didn’t think I was going to 
come out of this for a while. I’ve heard 
stories of people who have been in comas 
for three to six months or longer, a year. I 
just think [God] helped. He saved me.” 


Her mother also said that she couldn’t 


have made it through without God. 
“Tt was devastating,” Lydia Ramos 
said. “I remember that first week 
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thinking I’Il be okay if I hear her 
breathe. It’s our faith really that pulled 
me through. I have a heart that is so 
grateful to God and to others for that 
support, their energy and their love.” 


The road ahead 

Elizabeth Ramos said she will leave 
Long Beach Memorial Hospital on 
Thursday and return to her apartment. 
She will participate in outpatient thera- 
py for at least a few months. Lydia Ra- 
mos said she will stay with her daughter 
while she gets back on her feet. 

According to Lydia Ramos, health 
insurance has so far covered all of 
Elizabeth Ramos’s medical expenses. 
However, the Ramos family also has an 
attorney and plans to file a personal in- 
jury claim against the driver, Vahdatiasl, 
so that his insurance will pay for some of 
Elizabeth Ramos’s medical expenses. 

Above all, Elizabeth Ramos said she 
and her family just want Vahdatiasl off 
the road. 

Long Beach Police Detective Siri- 
lo Garcia said in March that the City 
of Long Beach will charge Vahdatiasl 
with running a red light and speeding. 
Garcia will also ask the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to submit Vahdatiasl 
for a re-examination of his driving test. 

Elizabeth Ramos said she hopes 
people see what happened to her and 
remember to be a little more grateful 
for what they have and more aware of 
their surroundings, whether they’re 
driving or running. 

“You can’t take life for granted; 
it could be really short,” Elizabeth 
Ramos said. “Just really appreciate 
what you have each day. I have my ups 
and downs. First I was like, ‘Why me?’ 
I think it was meant to be, even though 
it was a bad thing.” 
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WASHINGTON — Sarah Bagby’s 
35-year-old independent bookstore so 
far has weathered the advent of Inter- 
net shopping and e-books. 

Now Bagby, the owner of Water- 
mark Books & Cafe in Wichita, Kan., 
is closely following debate in Congress 
over a bill that she says would help her 
stay competitive with online retailers 
who are able to undercut her prices by 
not charging state or local sales taxes. 

“I’m giving a 10 percent advantage 
off the bat to any company that doesn’t 
have to collect sales tax, so from that 
perspective it’s just a fairness issue,” 
Bagby said in an interview Tuesday. 

The Senate is expected to vote this 
week on the Marketplace Fairness Act, 
which would give states the author- 
ity to collect sales taxes for online 
purchases. Current laws allow states 
to collect taxes only from retailers 
with physical presences in their states, 
resulting in the loss of a projected $23 
billion in sales tax revenue nationwide 


for 2012, according to a 2009 Univer- 
sity of Tennessee study. 

In addition to closing the tax loop- 
hole for e-commerce, the bill would af- 
fect non-electronic transactions across 
state lines, such as catalog sales. 

Retailers would use software pro- 
grams to charge the appropriate state 
and local sales taxes based on custom- 
ers’ billing addresses. 

Businesses that make less than $1 
million in annual out-of-state sales 
would be exempt, and residents of 
states that have no sales taxes wouldn’t 
have to pay unless their states decided 
to opt in. 

Supporters hope that the legisla- 
tion will cut down on the practice of 
“showrooming,” in which consumers 
go to stores to check out products 
they want to buy, then go home and 
purchase them tax-free from online 
retailers. 

“From our vantage point, this is 
about a free market and allowing all 


retailers to compete on a level playing 
field,” said Jason Brewer, a spokesman 
for Retail Industry Leaders Associa- 
tion, a trade group in Arlington, Va. 

Opponents warn that the legislation 
would create a compliance nightmare 
for small businesses, which would 
have to keep track of more than 9,000 
state, local and municipal tax codes. 

The bill puts small businesses at 
risk of being audited or forced into 
tax court in faraway states, said Brian 
Bieron, senior director of global public 
policy at eBay Inc., one of the legisla- 
tion’s most vocal critics. 

Bieron acknowledged that software 
programs make it easier for retailers 
to calculate taxes, but he said that was 
only the first step in. a complex bureau- 
cratic process. 

“The idea that there’s a technology 
solution that’s perfect ... that’s like a 
fairy-tale world,” he said. 

— By Lindsay Wise, McClatchy 
Newspapers 
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FAGBUG 


Continued from Page 


“Tt’s easy to not care about something 
when it doesn’t ever enter your space,” 
Davies said. “It’s [different] when it’s 
two feet from you.” 

Davies took the car on a 58-day trip 
across the U.S. and Canada, and after 
discovering more serious hate crimes 
from her experience, the documentary 
“Fagbug” was made. 

Davies and the “Fagbug,” her Volk- 
swagen Beetle, traveled across 48 


states in the U.S. during the last six 
years to raise awareness about hate 
crimes and homophobia, to give a 
voice for those who remain silent and 
to inspire others to take a stand against 
bullies. 

Davies said she hopes to teach stu- 
dents that the diversity of all beliefs is 
valid. 

“We should be willing to have re- 
spectable dialogue with people who 
have opposing views,” Davies said, “in- 
stead of displaying vandalism or physi- 
cal assault upon someone’s property or 
physical person.” 


The “Fagbug” car will be parked in 
front of the USU for public viewing 
starting at 4 p.m. on Thursday. 

The presentation will include a lec- 
ture and a question-and-answer session 
with Davies from 5 to 6:30 p.m. A free 
screening of the documentary will fol- 
low the presentation. 

Cal State Long Beach history pro- 
fessor Michelle Stonis organized the 
event to inform students of the hate 
crimes and homophobia that still ex- 
ist in various communities across the 
nation, including Southern Califor- 
nia. 


“Erin [Davies] took a hateful, hostile 
experience and turned it into a shining 
opportunity,” Stonis said. “She gives 
visibility and hope to those who are 
discriminated against because of who 
they are.” 

Stonis said that the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer com- 
munity has come a long way since the 
Stonewall Riots in 1969, but the docu- 
mentary will “hopefully remind our 
campus community that there is still 
work to be done.” 

After the initiation of the event’s 
planning, various departments and 
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campus organizations signed on to sup- 
port bringing Davies to CSULB, ac- 
cording to Stonis. 

Sponsors of the event include the 
LGBT Resource Center, Gay Straight 
Alliance, American studies depart- 
ment, communication studies depart- 
ment, history department and the 
women’s, gender and sexuality studies 
department. 

“It is rewarding to see partnership 
amongst various College of Liberal 
Arts entities to bring Erin’s message 
of tolerance to [CSULB],” Stonis 
said. 
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THERE SHOULD BEA 
LIMIT ON CLIP 
SIZES 


The right to own firearms, also known as the 
Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, is 
one of the most exploited and abused rights in the 
history of mankind. 

While most registered gun owners use their le- 
gally purchased weapons for non-lethal purposes, 
many irresponsible gun owners have ruined a 
once-privileged right. 

In the wake of recent tragedies in Aurora, 
Colo., Oak Creek, Wis., and Newtown, Conn, it 
is time to enact useful gun control legislation to 
further reduce unnecessary gun violence. 

Some critics of gun control legislation, like 
the National Rifle Association’s Executive Vice 
President Wayne LaPierre, believe that limiting 
clip sizes wouldn’t have changed the scenario at 
Newtown. 

“The criminals, the drug dealers, the people 
that are going to do horror ... they aren’t going to 
cooperate,” LaPierre said, in reference to Con- 
necticut legislation that limited ammunition clips 
to 10 rounds instead of 30. “There’s no evidence 
that anything would have changed.” 

Although LaPierre, in his interview with Fox 
News, articulated his case for gun rights well, 
his position couldn’t have been more insensi- 
tive. 

It’s important to realize that if Adam Lanza, 
the shooter at Newtown, had possessed only 
10-round clips instead of 30-round clips, more 
children would have likely survived. 

For the moment, let’s arbitrarily-say that it took 
Lanza two seconds to reload each of his 30-round 
clips. 

Firing 120 bullets would have required 
Lanza to reload four times, or eight seconds, 
if one counts loading his initial clip of his 30 
rounds. 

Firing 120 bullets on 10-round clips, however, 
would have required Lanza to reload 12 times, or 
24 seconds, if one includes his initial 10-round 
load. 

Though not an eternity, 16 seconds would 
have undoubtedly helped at least one child run to 
safety. 

One cannot fault LaPierre for not believing in 
pure logic, as Americans of his stubborn mindset 
are the ones refusing to enact proper gun control 
legislation. 

In addition to limiting clip sizes, the rest of 
the U.S. should follow Connecticut in requir- 
ing background checks for all gun purchases. 

At the end of the day, it is the shooter, not the 
gun, who decides to kill. Although the gun can’t 
fire itself, its importance cannot be underesti- 
mated. 

Like Canadian media theorist Marshal McLu- 
han once said, “The medium is the message.” 

In this case, the gun is the medium by 
which psychopaths and deranged people have 
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exacted forms of retribution that can never be 
justified. 

Restricting the medium, guns, may one day 
reduce the message or one’s instinct to kill. 

Let’s remember that absolute freedom is not 
true freedom. 

Even the First Amendment, Americans’ right 
to free speech, has limitations. Libel, slander and 
the proverbial “fire in a movie theater” are not 
protected. 

Let’s keep the right to bear arms intact and 
impose restrictions that will lead to a better 
tomorrow. 

Shane Newell is a sophomore journalism major 
and an assistant city editor for the Daily 49er. 


LAW-ABIDING 
CITIZENS SHOULD 
NOT HAVE RIGHTS 

INFRINGED 


Facts and common sense are paramount when 
debating gun laws in America. 

The fact is if someone wants to purchase a fire- 
arm, they must go through a federal background 
check. This is the case in gun 
stores and gun shows in 
California. 


States 
have different laws 
when it comes to private gun 
sales and transfers. Instead of advocating laws 
that do nothing to reduce gun violence, the focus 
should be on enforcing the thousands of state and 
federal gun laws currently in existence. 

“Universal” background checks would only 
create a registry of gun owners. Information can 
be leaked and released to the public. 

For example, the New York newspaper 
company Gawker published a list of gun owners 
in Westchester, Putnam and Rockland counties 
earlier this year. 

This list contained the names and addresses 
of gun owners. This was an attempt to treat gun 
owners like criminals. 

In the state of California, every pistol purchase 
must be registered with the state. There is no 
legitimate argument to ban AR-15, AK and other 
semi-automatic variants or limit magazine capac- 
ity. y 

This particular law does not concern California 
since semi-automatic AR-15 and AK variants are 
already banned, with the exception of the install- 
ment of bullet buttons. In the state of California, 
magazine capacities are already limited to 10 
rounds. 
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According to the FBI’s national crime statis- 
tics, in 2011 there were 323 homicides caused by 
any sort of rifle in the U.S. 

Someone is twice as likely to be beaten to 
death or five times more likely to be stabbed to 
death than be killed by any sort of rifle in the U.S. 

In fact, 75 percent of all gun violence is caused 
by inner-city violence, and a majority of homi- 
cides are committed through use of handguns. 

“You don’t need an AR-15/AK -47” and “these 
are weapons of war” are not true or good argu- 
ments. 

Mass shootings in America are horrible trag- 
edies, but most of these mass shooters had mental 
illnesses. They also took medication for their 
mental illnesses. 

States that have more concealed-carry permits 
generally have less crime. It is well known that 
the more guns a state’s population has, the less 
gun crime rate per capita. 

In conclusion, there are more than 80 million 
gun owners in America. Gun sporting and owner- 
ship is part of our proud heritage and culture. 
“Universal” background checks and gun and am- 
munition regulations will only hurt law-abiding 
citizens; they will not affect criminals. Criminals 
do not follow the law. The anti-gun movement 
is caused by hysteria, and law-abiding citizens 

should not have to suffer for the 
evil actions of a few. We 
all must 
remember 


that the Second 
Amendment protects our 
rights to own firearms, and any 
argument against it is invalid. 
If you don’t like guns, don’t own them. 
This letter was submitted by the Long Beach 
State Republicans. 


THE GUN CONTROL 
ARGUMENT IS 
MISGUIDED 


American politicians swear to preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitution of the U.S. 

With this in mind, some politicians, such as 
California Senator Dianne Feinstein, have advo- 
cated to do the complete opposite. 

Many Democrats and RINOs — Republicans 
in name only — such as Senator John McCain 
and Senator Lindsey Graham, supported legisla- 
tion that would deny Americans their Second 
Amendment right. 

A well-armed militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free state and the right for the 
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people to bear arms, should not be infringed. 

The Second Amendment was included in the 
Constitution as a tool against tyranny and oppres- 
sion. 

The Constitution of the U.S. guarantees 
Americans the right to bear arms. 

If the Constitution is a “living document” that 
protects free speech on the Internet, which did 
not exist at the time our Founding Fathers, then 
the Constitution should also expand to include 
new weapons as a part of Americans’ Second 
Amendment right. 

Instead of finding solutions to fix the violent 
crimes committed with guns, politicians have 
confused Americans. 

Our elected officials, spearheaded by the 
Democrats, want to disarm honest citizens 
to prevent further gun violence. They don’t 
realize that guns don’t kill people; people kill 
people. 

The real problem is the culture of violence, not 
the instruments. 

By making it harder for common citizens to 
possess guns to defend themselves and their 
homes, criminals have the upper hand. 

Why don’t our elected officials enact harsher 
legislation on those who commit crimes with 
weapons, as opposed to actively working to deny 
Americans of their constitutionally protected 
right? 

Priscilla Covarrubias is the treasurer of the 
Long Beach State Republicans. 
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A GOOD GUY WITH 
A GUN IS THE 
ANSWER TO GUN 
VIOLENCE 


Gun control, in my opinion, should be a non- 
issue. This is simply feel-good legislation being 
pushed through Congress that will do nothing to 
solve any of the problems posed by mass shoot- 
ers. Guns are not the problem — people are. A 
mentally deranged person who is set on killing 
people will do so, despite what the law says. Gun- 
free zones are also specifically targeted by mass 
shooters because of the lack of opposition they 
know they will face. 

If the threat of getting shot exists, a shooter 
will not pick that location. There is a reason 
the Aurora, Colo. shooting happened in the 
theater it did. It was the first gun-free theater 
the shooter found. 

If only one person had been armed in that 
theater, the loss of life in that shooting would 
have been much less than it was. If a teacher had 
shot back at Adam Lanza, or a student had been 
armed at Virginia Tech, those shootings could 
have turned out much less horrific than they were. 
If one was to argue that an AR-15, an assault 
rifle, is impractical for self defense, look to shop 
owners in Koreatown in Los Angeles. 

While it was the hardest hit neighborhood 
during the Rodney King riots, many store owners 
kept crowds at bay with a single AR-15 or AK-47. 


OPINIONS 
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How should I defend myself if I am attacked 
and my 10-round California legal magazine 
doesn’t make the cut? If those shop owners had 
not carried their rifles with standard 30-round 
magazines, they would have lost their properties 
and their livelihoods, if not their lives as well. 
The police cannot always be there. 

Assault weapon bans have negligible impact on 
the amount of violence seen by guns on a day-to-day 
basis. Long Beach still experiences shootings on a 
weekly basis despite the state-wide ban on assault 
weapons. Legislating against 
something you do not 
understand is 


ignorant, and 

this is exactly what 

politicians in Sacramento have 

done and politicians are trying to do in Congress. 
Finally, guns are fun and recreational. My cur- 

rent girlfriend used to be deathly afraid of look- 


ing at a gun, let alone picking one up and firing it. 
Now she asks me when we can go shooting again. 


It all comes down to education not legislation. 
Legislate on mental health, not the number of 
bullets I can put in my gun. Restricting guns is 
taking the easy way out. The problem is deeper 
than the tool used. 

Brennen Polenske is junior history major. 


GUN CONTROL 
PROTECTS CITIZENS’ 
RIGHTS TO LIFE 


The perception of gun control is distorted to 
the point that many people are unaware of what it 
actually entails. 

How many people are going to purchase 
an AK-47 with armor-piercing bullets for a 
legitimate purpose, such as home protection or 

personal protection? 
Other guns that are 
being tar- 
geted are 


similar in 
nature. While the idea of 
gun control is intended to protect 
individuals’ lives and property, it does not protect 
the.individuals’ rights, as established within the 
Constitution. 

The laws that have been written regarding 
purchases of weapons are not as enforceable as 
most people believe. 

When one state’s gun-purchasing laws are 
overridden by another state’s laws, then it is time 
for the federal government to step in and create a 
federal law that will override all state laws. 


» 
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This will give a unity to the laws regarding gun 
purchasing, such as what can be purchased and 
by whom. 

In some states, an individual only needs three 
days to apply for a purchase and be granted a gun. 

Is it possible in this technologically advanced 
era for a full and complete background check of 
an individual to be completed within three days? 

No. 

Background checks have significant limita- 
tions. Law enforcement agencies refer to the fact 
that they can find out who you are quickly and in 
some cases, almost instantly. 

This is also misinformation for the general 
public. The truth of the matter is that not all law 
enforcement agencies are subscribers to the spe- 
cific databases that use that technology. 

For example, if you are in a small town in 
arural area, more than likely the law enforce- 
ment agency in the local community does not 
have these services due to lack of funding. This 
effectively creates an inevitable hole in which the 
necessary data escapes. An individual could ap- 
ply for and receive a gun within three days, leave 
the area, commit a crime and return to that locale 
without being detected. This is a prime example 
of why there needs to be a federal gun control 
practice and law established. 

Granted, this will not protect the individuals’ 
rights to purchase weapons; however, it will pro- 
tect the rights of other individuals to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

What is more important? 

Edith Kahrs is a senior journalism major. 
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Begin your career as 
a mental health professional. 
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Scan for 
a free. 
information 
packet! 
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The first step is a graduate degree from Pepperdine University. Offering a master's degree in psychology and a master’s 
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SoCal native Matt Costa returns to his folk roots 


The singer-songwriter is 
performing at the Santa Ana 
Observatory on May 4 with the 
band Hindu Pirates. 


By JoHNn Mrocu 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


One would think that fame makes a person boast- 
ful, but singer-songwriter Matt Costa manages to stay 
grounded even after releasing his newest, self-titled 
fourth album. 

On May 4, the down-to-earth Huntington Beach 
local will take the stage along with some fellow Hun- 
tington Beach natives, the Hindu Pirates, at the Ob- 
servatory in Santa Ana. 

Costa’s fourth album, which he recorded in 
Glasgow, Scotland, has a Bob Dylan-esque feeling 
that takes listeners back to his folk roots. In a phone 
interview, he described how he figured out the direc- 
tion of the album. 

“T just followed the music, you know?” Costa said. 
“As long as you're in a creative space, that’s all you 
can really do.” 

Costa said his wife, whom he originally met while 
at Huntington Beach High School, is a big influence 
on his music. 

“She’s a big inspiration to me,” Costa said. 

His upcoming show with the Hindu Pirates is just 
one of the many shows among Costa’s tour of the 
U.S. and Canada, which he’s doing to promote his 
new album. 

Over the phone, Costa sounded calm and content 
when asked about how he felt playing with another 
band from his hometown. 

“T think it’s gonna be real groovy,” Costa said. 

Although Huntington Beach isn’t really known 
to be a spawning ground for musical talent, Cos- 
ta said he likes where he’s from. The Southern 
California beach town was where he took the 
first steps to becoming a musician in his younger 
years. 

“T sold my trumpet to [a] pawnshop and made 50 
dollars off it, then I went to a music store and bought a 
Rolling Stones songbook,” Costa said. 

He also said he bought a 1973 Martin 12-string 
guitar at a local Gear Trader, one he used frequently 
when he was recording his latest album. 

But Costa’s tour has taken him far from the sunny 
Huntington Beach. He almost got caught up in the 
chaos of the Boston Marathon bombings while he was 
in Boston for a show. 
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Three-Week Session 
May 20-June 7 (SSI) 
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Earn units toward 
your degree 
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Matt Costa will be touring around the country to promote his latest album. 


“We had just left Boston the day before the attack,” 
Costa said. “It was crazy. It reminded me of Fahren- 
heit 451.” 

Costa, a fan of vinyl records, said that his newest 
album has also been pressed on vinyl. He has played 
locally at Long Beach’s Fingerprints record store 
multiple times in the past and stopped by a North 
Carolina record store for a show on national Record 


Enroll on a 


Two 6-Week Sessions 
May 28-July 5 ($1S) 
July 8- August 16 ($3S) 


One 12-Week Session 
May 28-Augusti16 (GSD) 


25 New Online Summer Classes 


www.csulb.edu/Summer 
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California State University, Long Beach 
College of Continuing and Professional Education 


“space available” basis 


Store Day. 

“T’m just thankful for small record stores all around 
the nation,” Costa said. 

Costa keeps himself busy with touring, writing 
and recording, and he doesn’t plan on slowing down 
anytime soon. Costa said he also plans on trying to 
write another record this year to be released next 
year. 
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Long Beach Fit Camp 
7:30 a.m. 

2100 E. Ocean Blvd. 

Get a great workout at this 
early morning fitness group. 
Get a headstart on bathing 
suit season, and start anew 
healthy lifestyle before class. 
This group is free to join. 


Farmers Market 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Student Recreation and 
Wellness Center Plaza 

Pick up some fresh produce 
at this on campus farmers 
market. 


‘Aikona 

11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

695 Alamitos Ave. 

The Pacific Island Ethnic Art 
Museum will host the works 
of Tongan artist, ‘Amelia 
Niumeitolu. The work will 
feature photography and a 
film that showcases the hu- 
man experience. This exhibit 
is $3 for students, and $5 for 
general admission. 


Happy Hour 

5-7 p.m. 

Sevilla Restaurant, Tapas Bar 
& Club 

Enjoy half-off select menu 


items as well as $4 wells, $14 


sangria pitchers and some 
select tapas for just $3. 


“Downtowns” 


Photographs 

5-9p.m. 

2124 E. Fourth Street 

Long Beach photographer 
Kirk Jordan presents his 
latest series, “Downtowns,” 
a series of black and white 
portraits of the homeless. 


Stay 
Connected! 


Sign up for breaking news 
e-mail alerts and be able to 
surf through content right in 


your e-mail! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 
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As educators, we know that great 20% off eye exam CSULB 562-494-4698. : 

teachers make for great classes so 20% offlege glnsees Apply online www. (15hrs/week) + airfares, 


our philosophy has always been to 
use fully crendentialed teachers 
with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom 
experience. This is the basis for 
our high quality programs at 
affordable prices. 


10% off contact lenses 

20% off prescription sunglasses 
EAP OPTOMETRY 

6541 E. Spring Street 

Long Beach, CA 90808 
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circlemarinacarwash.com 
Communication majors 
preferred. 
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an adult with social media and 
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California State University Long 
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Continuing and Professional 
Education 
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EGG DONORS NEEDED 


We are seeking women of all ethnicities 
to help real people build their family. 


t be between the ages of 21-29 


and live a healthy lifestyle. 


contact us at: 1-800-264-8828 or 
info@aperfectmatch.com 


0 compensation plus all expenses paid 


125325: “Egg donation involves a screening process. Not all potential egg donors are selected. 


contract, she is required to receive specific information on the known risks of egg donation. Consultation with your doctor prior to 


entering into a donor contract is advised. 
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Beach Cats 


We're seeking dedicated 
volunteers to help care 
for campus cats. 


562/233-6364 
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Dirtbags crush No. 9 UCLA on the road __| ‘Niner Notes 


Women’s golf finishes in 2nd at 
Big West championship 

The Long Beach State women’s 
golf team couldn’t catch up to UC 
Davis and finished in second place 
at the Big West championship. 

The 49ers shot +34 at San Luis 
Obispo Country Club over the 
three-day tournament. They trailed 
UC Davis from the start, and the 
Aggies, who finished with a score of 
+5, only extended their lead as the 


The Long Beach State 
offense shows no 
mercy in an 11-1 road 
win over the Bruins. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


LOS ANGELES — The Dirtbags 
cruised to an 11-1 road win over No. 
9 UCLA last night, going wild on a 
Bruins pitching staff that hadn’t given 
up more than seven runs in a game all 
year. 

Long Beach State (18-20) had one of 
its best offensive performances of the 
season and pitched well to back it up in 
arare Tuesday-night win over the Bru- 
ins. UCLA (25-12) has only lost twice 
on Tuesdays in the last two seasons. 

“TUCLA] has a tremendous team,” 
head coach Troy Buckley said. 
“Their pitching staff is arguably one 
of the better ones in the country ... 
Anytime you can beat this team in 
their park, it’s a very good win.” 

The Dirtbags got off to a hot start, 
scoring a pair of runs in the first in- 
ning. They didn’t let up, as Zack Ri- 
vera and Jeff McNeil each hit RBI 
doubles in a six-run third inning that 
gave The Beach an insurmountable 
8-0 lead. 

“Tt just kept us rolling throughout 
the whole game,” McNeil said of the 
big inning. McNeil finished with two 
hits, two walks, two RBIs and two runs 
and has reached base in 16 consecutive 
games. 

Even with a comfortable lead, the 
Dirtbags weren’t finished knocking 
the ball around Jackie Robinson Sta- 
dium. In the fifth inning, left fielder 
Ino Patron crushed a first-pitch fast- 
ball off the scoreboard in right field 
for a three-run home run. It was the 
first home run of the year for Patron, 
who said the shot was among the lon- 
gest of his career. 

“Oh man, it felt pretty good,” he 
said. “It’s up there. It’s up there in my 
career.” 

Backing up the offensive onslaught 
was a very solid performance by Dirt- 
bags pitchers. Starting southpaw Nick 
Sabo pitched five scoreless innings in 
his first start in over a month, and the 
bullpen was just as effective. The only 
run scored by the Bruins came on a 
sacrifice fly in the eighth. 

“I thought [Sabo] was aggressive 
tonight,” Buckley said. “I thought he 
forced some contact, and that part was 
very encouraging for him, either in a 


LBSU starting pitcher Nick Sabo (49) pitched five scoreless innings while allowing only three hits 
against the Bruins last night at Jackie Robinson Stadium. 


long [relief] role or whatever happens 
as we continue to evolve.” : 
Though the game was meaningless 
in terms of the Big West Conference 
title race, it provided the Dirtbags 
with some.much-needed momentum. 
The win was just their fourth road 
victory of the season and their first 
nonconference road win since Febru- 


ary. 

LBSU will next host Cal Poly, a 
team that has been ranked in the na- 
tional top 25 since early in the season. 
The series will have huge implica- 
tions in the Big West standings, as the 
Dirtbags and Mustangs are currently 
locked in a tie for third place in the 
conference. 


TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 

great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 

fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis 
for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$260-$450 (Materials Included) 
REPEAT FOR FREE 


Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long Beach 
Continuing and Professional Education 
562-985-5561 « www.ccpe.csulb.edu 


BTPS TESTING 
800-426-2769 « www.btpstesting.com 


“I think [the win] makes every- 
body a little more confident, know- 
ing that we can beat anyone in the 
nation,’ McNeil said. “We’ve got Cal 
Poly coming up, so hopefully we can 
beat them too.” 

The first game of the three-game se- 
ries against Cal Poly will start at 6 p.m. 
on Friday at Blair Field. 


HALEY Lippett | Daity 49eR 


tournament went on. 

Leading the individual competi- 
tion for LBSU was Chaewon Park, 
who shot +7 and finished in a tie 
for fifth. Winning the individual 
tournament was Demi Runas of UC 
Davis. Runas shot one under par 
for the tournament and won by two 
strokes. UC Davis claimed each of 
the top four spots in the individual 
tournament. 


‘Niners earn trip to Alabama for 
national championships 

The second-ranked LBSU wom- 
en’s sand volleyball team will make 
a second consecutive trip to the 
AVCA national championships. 

The 49ers will join Pepperdine, 
Florida State, Louisiana-Monroe, 
Southern California and North Flor- 
ida in Gulf Shores, Ala. and will try 
to build upon its runner-up finish 
‘from last year. They earned the sec- 
ond seed in the tournament, which 
will be held from May 3 to May 5 
and will take on either FSU or ULM 
in their first game. 


Women’s tennis, water polo set to 
begin Big West tournament 

The LBSU women’s water polo 
and tennis teams will each go into 
the postseason with favorable seed- 
ings. ! 

The women’s water polo team 
enters as the fourth seed in the 
Big West tournament after tying a 
school record for wins with 23. It 
will take on fifth-seeded Cal State 
Northridge on Friday at UC Ir- 
vine’s Anteater Aquatics Complex. 
The 49ers lost to the Matadors in 
the first round of last year’s Big 
West tournament but defeated them 
11-5 in their only meeting this sea- 
son. 

The women’s tennis team earned 
the second seed and a first-round 
bye in its conference tournament. 
It comes into the tournament riding 
a 10-game win streak and will face 
the winner of a match between sev- 
enth-seeded UC Davis and tenth- 
seeded UC Riverside. The 49ers 
beat both teams easily during the 
regular season. 

— compiled by Jason Clark 
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